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36" Annual General Meeting

The 36th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of HKICNA was successfully convened
on 3 September 2025, offering a valuable platform for our members to
assemble and connect. During the meeting., Mr. Radley Ching. the chairman,
presented a comprehensive report on the organization's activities, highlighting
several key achievements. Notably, HKICNA successfully organized the sth
International Infection Control Conference (IICC), which attracted hundreds of
participants from both overseas and locally. emphasizing its importance in the
field. Additionally, a certificate course on basic infection control was conducted
in 2024 with over 90 participants, demonstrating our commitment to continuous
professional development. The financial report for the previous year was also
presented and approved by members. Mr. Ching also shared his insights on the
future direction of HKICNA and reaffirmed our dedication to advancing
infection control knowledge and practices.
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Clinical Decontamination Protocols: Aligning Practice with
International Standards

Following the AGM, a symposium titled “Clinical Decontamination Protocols:
Aligning Practice with International Standards” was held, where attendees
gathered to deepen their understanding of international standards for
disinfectants and decontamination sciences. The symposium featured two
distinguished speakers, Ms. Karen Wares and Ms. Gema Martinez Garcia, who
delivered insightful talks on several critical topics. These included choosing the
right disinfectant and the GAR-O protocol.
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Ms Karen Wares
Clinical and Scientific Director/ Lead Clinical Director,
GAMA Healthcare, Hemel Hempstead

Ms. Garcia then discussed the
challenges associated with
environmental decontamination and
introduced the GAR-O protocol,
which employs a color-coding system
to enhance the scope and frequency
of decontamination efforts, offering
an innovating solution to these y

challenges. Ms. Gema Martinez Garcia

Clinical Director International,
Gamahealthcare LTD
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Feedback from attendees highlighted the symposium's value in daily
practices. Finally, we would like to express our gratitude to Medicom and
GAMA Healthcare for their generous sponsorship of the training activity.

EVENT HIGHLIGHT: "ADAPTING TO NEW PATHOGEN
DISRUPTORS IN HEALTHCARE: CASE-BASED INSIGHTS"

On May 5., 2026, HKICNA hosted an insightful Infection Prevention and Control
(IPC) seminar. bringing together over 100 nursing professionals to explore
strategies for emerging pathogens. Attendees gained case-based insights
from renowned experts. fostering actionable knowledge for infection
prevention.
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<> KEY THEMES

e Emerging threats like Candida auris.
CPE. and MDROs.

e The critical role of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) in combating
antimicrobial resistance.

e Interactive Q&A sessions for real-

world problem-solving.
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SPEAKER The seminar featured two distinguished

SPOTLIGHT contributors who brought a wealth of practical
knowledge to the event:

Adj. Asst. Prof. Surinder
Kaur M S Pada

i

Senior Consultant of Ng Teng
Fong General Hospital and
Jurong Community Hospital

Clinical Perspectives on Candida auris
and Carbapenemase-producing
Enterobacteriaceae (CPE)

During her presentation, she unveiled the latest researches concerning the
epidemiology and clinical implications of Candida auris and CPE. She based many
of her insights on the experiences and strategies implemented in Singapore.
Specific emphasis was placed on robust screening protocols and meticulous
contact tracing to prevent hospital-acquired infections.
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Founding Chair of the
Hong Kong Infection
Control Nurses'
Association

Gearing Up Against MDROs: PPE's Role

Towards ensuring increased awareness
among the nursing community, she outlined |
key points including:

» The potential threat posed by pathogens being transferred onto
healthcare workers' clothing and hands during routine patient-care
activities.

* Guidance on choosing the most suitable gowns and gloves considering
various patient care needs.

* Anintroduction and discussion around fostering a culture of PPE
stewardship within hospitals.
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Following each presentation were engaging Q&A sessions that allowed for
interactive participation and further exploration. Evidently. the participants
gained valuable understanding from the experienced perspectives and rich
insights of both speakers.

We extend our gratitude to our sponsors. O&M Halyard and UICL HK. whose
contributions made this event possible. A heartfelt thanks also go out to
everyone who attended the seminar.

In summary. it was a remarkable occasion. full of learning and interaction. We
are already looking forward to hosting similar events in the near future. Stay
tuned for more updates.

Together. we build safer healthcare systems
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